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 Check out the new space!

 You can now bring your boat to our 7,000 sq. ft. 
 state of the art facility!

 Bring your rides, bring your questions & meet the team! Bring your rides, bring your questions & meet the team!

The biggest family 
in town belongs to 
Isaiah 61 Cafe

Kori Marchand, Carol 
Paquin and Richard 
Bolduc joined the 
anniversary celebration 
for the Isaiah 61 Cafe 
in Laconia on Thursday. 
(Adam Drapcho/The 
Laconia Daily Sun photo)

LACONIA � Isaiah 61 Cafe was opened to give 
homeless people a place they could feel welcome and 
where they could �nd basic necessities such as food, 
showers and laundry facilities. As they celebrated 
its one-year anniversary on June 20, founders Dave 
and Dawn Longval said that by opening their doors, 
they also gained a sense of purpose and family.

Dawn Longval said the cafe, which is now open 
for an evening meal on Mondays, and from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Tuesdays through Fridays, usually sees 
between 35 and 55 people each day. They come to 
visit with friends, have a cup of coffee and a piece of 
fruit, a hearty lunch, to get cleaned up, or to listen to 
Dawn play her guitar.

Led by their Christian faith, the Longvals said 
they felt directed by God to reach out to the local 
homeless population. They started in May 2017, 
bringing food and drinks, and Dawn�s guitar to 
places where homeless people congregated. Once 
a week, every week, they could be counted on for a 
meal and some company.

As they got to know them as individuals, not just 
as homeless people, they decided that they could, and 
should, do more. They closed on a building on New 
Salem Street in January 2018, and spent months 
giving it a major renovation. They added a kitchen, 
bathrooms, laundry room, and a locker room where 
people can securely store important items such as 
prescription medications.

Isaiah 61 Cafe, named after a piece of scripture, 
welcomes anyone, Dawn said.

�Some are homeless, coming from the streets. 
Some live in their cars. Some are couch surfers. 
Some have their own apartments, but they have no 
extra means to pay for food or laundry,� she said. 
�It�s a pretty large spectrum of people.�

That spectrum includes people who are under the 
in�uence of substances. But as long as they aren�t 
posing a danger to others and aren�t using drugs 
or drinking on the premises, the Longvals won�t 
throw them out. Instead, they welcome those with 
addiction problems and hope that the relationships 
they build will someday be the reason that a person 
decides to seek sobriety.

BY ADAM DRAPCHO
THE LACONIA DAILY SUN

see CAFE page 23

Dave Longval, one of the founders of Isaiah 61 Cafe, 
speaks with a woman during the anniversary celebration 
on Thursday. (Adam Drapcho/The Laconia Daily Sun)
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