Franklin rep says he won’t resign after arrest for alleged ‘revenge porn’ — see page 6
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Volunteers feed the need for Thanksgiving

in the Lakes Region

By BoB MARTIN
THE LACONIA DAILY SUN

ether an in-house tradi-
tional turkey dinner, or a
holiday basket with all the

fixing’ to take home, Lakes Region
residents have plenty of options for
free Thanksgiving meals.

Local businesses, nonprofits and
churches are doing their part to
ensure people are fed and enjoy com-
pany for the holiday.

Laconia

The Congregational Church of
Laconia has been serving food free of
charge for Thanksgiving for 58 years,
and what started as a spot to dine
with friends and family has evolved
into a takeout experience.

The late Hazel Duke was an ele-
mentary school teacher and member
of the church congregation, and
believed nobody should be without
food on Thanksgiving. After she died,
the church honored her by providing
a free meal, and that has continued
for nearly six decades.

Since the COVID pandemic, the
church has opted to serve food to be
taken home. Organizer Hollis Thomp-
son said there will be signs at the
church for patrons to follow to pick up
their meal. She said it will be served
hot and ready to eat, but if it needs
to be re-heated, it can be done in the
compostable container it comes in.

It will be a classic Thanksgiv-
ing meal with turkey, stuffing, a
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From row, from left, Karen Fortin, Sue Gendron and Dick Pease, and back row from left, Eric
Phelps and Ernie Gault, unload hundreds of turkeys on Friday at St. Vincent de Paul in Laconia,
in preparation for the distribution of Thanksgiving meal baskets on Saturday, Nov. 22, and
Monday, Nov. 24. (Bob Martin/The Laconia Daily Sun photo)
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vegetable, mashed potatoes, a slice of
pie, water and plasticware. Thomp-
son said it will be delicious, and she
expects about 200 meals to be served
on Thursday, Nov. 27.

“There are so many people who truly
need something like this,” Thompson
said. “It's a nice warm meal that they
don’t have to cook, and some people don't
even really have the means to cook a big
turkey.”

She said the group of about 25 volun-
teers feels the same way, noting many
make this an annual event to give back.

“People always want to volunteer,”
she said. “Anytime you get together in a
kitchen cooking, there is so much cama-
raderie.”

The food is all donated by church and
community members, and she admitted
that this year, it was a little harder for
everyone due to the economy.

“Everyone appreciates it immensely,”
she said. “We would love to serve 2,000 if
we could.”

The Congregational Church of Laconia
is at 18 Veterans Square in Laconia.

Veterans in Laconia can go to the VFW
1670 for a free meal. It starts at 2 p.m.,
and doors will open at noon on Thanks-
giving. The organization is asking for
donations and desserts for the cause.
Food will be provided for veterans and
their families.

Isaiah 61 Café will be holding a

“Friendsgiving” after Thanksgiving, at
4:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 3.

Ray Boelig, who oversees the breakfast
program at Isaiah 61, said it is always a
“big splash” in terms of attendance. He
said it will be open to all their friends who
visit the cafe, along with volunteers and
their family members. He said the dinner
is being held after Thanksgiving, because
other organizations are holding their own
meals that day.

The dinner is always well-attended,
with more than 80 people, and Boelig said
itis an event they always look forward to.

“It is about taking care of your fellow
man and making one day a little more
comfortable for them,” he said. “It will be
a very robust meal. | have been at Isaiah
close to three years now, and | do this
because we love the atmosphere of help-
ing people out.”

At St. Vincent de Paul, volunteers have
been hard at work preparing hundreds of
baskets to be distributed Saturday and
Monday in time for Thanksgiving.

Pantry Manager McKee Jack said
there were 804 baskets distributed last
year, and he thinks there is a good chance
of hitting 900 this time around.

“We are ready for it,” Jack said.

These will be groceries and not a pre-
pared meal, including a turkey, canned



